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    Anthropology is the study of humans and their societies in the past and present. 



Research in the Department of Anthropology spans from the emergence of our earliest ancestors to the ways communities sustain their cultures in today’s globalized societies. 



The collections of the Department of Anthropology are a vast and unparalleled resource for inquiry into the cultures, arts, and technologies of the world's peoples, from deep in prehistory to the present day.
  


    
  Further Your Research
    
      
  
    Visit the Collections and Archives

    
  


  
  
    Sampling and 3D Imaging

    
  


  
  
    Order Photos

    
  


  
  
    Loans

    
  


  
  
    Shared Stewardship and Ethical Returns

    
  



  



  
    Search the Collections

  

  
    
  
          
[image: Close-up of beaded basket rim]


        
      Object Collections

      
    

  



  
          
[image: Red Horse drawing of Indians leaving the Battle of Little Bighorn, NAA inventory number 08571000]


        
      National Anthropological Archives

      
    

  



  
          
[image: Filmmaker, looking through camera at mountains and a valley]


        
      Human Studies Film Archives

      
    

  



  



  
    
      
        Featured Content
        Cellphone Unseen Connections

        This new exhibit explores the ways our cellphones connect us to the natural world, and to an unseen global network of people, labor, and infrastructure. 
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      Human Origins Program
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      National Anthropological Archives

      
    

  



  



  
    
      
        Featured Content
        Outbreak: Epidemics in a Connected World

        Join epidemiologists, veterinarians, public health workers, and citizens across the globe as they work together to identify viruses in animals and humans and contain infectious disease outbreaks.
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      Our Experts

      Our curators include experts in a wide variety of anthropological topics, from human evolution to cell phones.
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  William Fitzhugh
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  Logan Kistler
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  Igor Krupnik
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  Douglas Owsley
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  Richard Potts
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Washington, D.C. 20560 
Free admission. Open every day except
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